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Probably the most ambitious project ever 
undertaken by the San Diego Oceans 
Foundation was the acquisition, prepara-
tion, and sinking of the  decommissioned 
Canadian warship HMCS YUKON. Work-
ing in cooperation with the Artificial Reef 
Society of British Columbia, SDOF 
brought the YUKON to San Diego from 
Canada, stripped it of toxic and hazardous 
materials, and placed it on bottom to 
serve as an artificial reef offshore from 
Mission Beach.  
 

The volunteer  ef-
fort to prepare the 
ship for sinking can 
not be overstated. 
Without the per-
sistent hard work 
of numerous mem-
bers of the San 
Diego diving com-
munity and others, 
this Herculean task 
could never have 
been completed. 
Our goal was to 
make the ship safe 
for divers by     

removing entanglement hazards and creat-
ing numerous openings for easy egress, 
and to make it safe for the environment, 
as well. The point, after all, was to en-
hance the habitat, not pollute it! SDOF 
has striven to set the standard for respon-
sible artificial reef creation in the United 
States, and is in the process of preparing a 

manual for other organizations to follow 
when  converting ships to reefs. 
 
The HMCS 
Yukon is the 
largest ship 
ever sunk on 
the West 
Coast as an 
artificial reef. 
She is resting 
on her port 
side in 100 feet of water just 1.85 miles 
west of Mission Beach.  
 
She is in a location that is accessible for 
both divers and fisherman, which makes 
her a favorable rec-
reational area. 
Sunken warships 
are not that unique 
because most are 
s p o n t a n e o u s l y 
placed by an act of 
war or weather. In 
many cases ships 
are sunk too deep 
for any person to visit. Because of her 
ideal location and easy access, the Yukon 
has already become a popular attraction. 
Dive shops in the Beach and Bay area have 
seen a dramatic increase in sales since the 
sinking. Dive enthusiasts from around the 
country have said that the sinking of the 
Yukon has made San Diego the premier 
dive site on the West Coast, no where 
else can you find such diving diversity. 

Project Yukon 
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The Yukon rests in  
100-ft of water off  

Mission Beach 
Large holes were cut 
into her side to allow 

proper water flow 
throughout the ship! 

...As an Active Ship 
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HMCS Yukon Statistics 

Type  Canadian Mackenzie class destroyer  

Builder  Burrard Dry Dock & Shipbuilding  

Laid Down  25 Oct 1959  

Launched  27 July 1961  

Commissioned  25 May 1963  

Length  366 feet  

Height  70 feet + signal mast  

Beam  42 feet  

Decks  8  

Displacement  2380 tons  

Main Machinery  
2 English Electric geared turbines; 30000 shp; 2 shafts. 2 Babcock and Wilcox 
water tube boilers  

Speed, knots  28  

Range, miles  4750 at 14 knots  

Complement  210 (11 officers)  

Guns  

2 Vickers 3 in (76 mm)/70 Mk 6 mounting (twin)(1) 90 degree elevation; 90 
rounds/minute to 17 km (9 nm) weight of shell 7 kg. 2 FMC 3 in (76 mm)/50 
Mk 33 mounting (twin) (second mounting fwd in Qu'Appelle) (2); 85 degree 
elevation; 50 rounds/minute to 12.8 kn (7 nm); weight of shell 6 kg.  

Torpedoes  
6-324 mm Mk 32 (2 triple) tubes (3) Honeywell Mk 46; anti-submarine; ac-
tive/passive homing to 11 km (6 nm) at 40 knots; warhead 44 kg.  

Countermeasures  ESM: WLR 1; radar warning.  

Fire control  
GFCS Mk 69. GFCS Mk 63. Litton ADLIPS; automated tactical data han-
dling; Links 11 and 14.  

Radars  
Air search: Raytheon SPS 10 (4); D band;range 119 km (65 nm) Surface 
search: Raytheon SPS 10 (5); G band. Fire control: SPG 48 (6); I/J band. SPG 
34; I/J band  

Sonars  
Westighouse SQS 505; combined VDS and hull-mounted; active search and 
attack; medium frequency. SQS 501; hull-mounted; bottom target classifica-
tion; high frequency  

Programmes  Officially classified as DD  

Modernisation  
All modernised at Esquimalt by Burrard/Yarrow Inc under Delex (Destroyer 
Life Extension Programme) 1982-85 including improved sonar and commu-
nications to SPS 12 radar. Extension until 1990-93.  

Project Yukon 
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HMCS Yukon History 

1963  Built by Burrard Drydock Co., Ltd., 
of North Vancouver, Yukon was commis-
sioned on 25 May 1963. She was the third 
of her class and first ship of that name to 
join the Royal Canadian Navy. 
 
1963 On July 16th 1963, she sailed for 
Halifax, stopping on the way in San Diego 
Calif. for 3 days, in Manzanilla Mex for 6 
hours, Acapulco Mex. for 3 days, Balboa 
Pan. for 3 days, and Kingston Jamaica for 5 
days.  
 
1963 Arrived in Halifax at 10:00 hrs Au-
gust 16th, 1963. 
 
1963 August 26, 1963 started workups. 
 
1963 October 2, 1963 the ship was sched-
uled to sail for Charleston N.C. for 
workup program with HMCS Provider but 
was cancelled for an  
unknown reason. 
 
1964 April, 1964 sailed for Bermuda and 
painted ship for 9 days, then to  
Boston Mass for 4 days, then home. 
 
1964 May 22, 1964 sailed for Portsmouth 
Eng., Amerstam Holland, Londenderry Ire-
land. (An interesting story here, more de-
tails later). Then on to the Canary Islands 
to Port La Luze (Spanish shore patrol gave 
Yukon a beating). 
 
1964 July 24, 1964 @ 13:30 arrived back 
in Halifax. 
 
1964 October 15th, 1964 sailed for P.E.I. 
to escort Queen Elizabeth and H.M.Y. Bri-

tannia to Quebec city for 4 days. 
 
1965 January 4, 1965 salied for Victoria via 
Panama canal for transfer of Yukon's crew 
to HMCS  
Ottawa. 
 
1965 February 2, 1965 arrived in Victoria 
 
1970 On 4 May 1970, Yukon, in company 
with Mackenzie and Provider, departed 
Esquimalt and headed west. 
 
1970 The two destroyers arrived in Hako-
date on 22 May while Provider went to 
Yokosuka. During the voyage the ships 
carried out exercises with units of the 
Australian, New Zealand, Japanese and 
American navies. Between exercises the 
ships visited Kobe, Osaka and Sasebo be-
fore heading for home. 
 
1975 February 1975 Yukon started her 
mid-life refit, following which she became a 
member of Training Group Pacific, taking 
on the role of instructing officers. 
 
1984 She began her DELEX refit on 28 
May 1984, returning to the fleet on 16 
January 1985. 
 
1986 In 1986 she was one of three RCN 
ships to visit Australia and take part in the 
RAN’s celebration of its 75th birthday. 
 
1999 The San Diego Oceans Foundation 
acquires the Yukon  
 
2000 The Yukon is sunk off San Diego’s 
coast as an artificial reef on July 14, 2000. 

Project Yukon 
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During her service life, Yukon steamed 792,181 nautical miles 
and visited ports in some 30 countries. She was paid off on  

3 December 1993. 
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Choosing  the Sinking Site 

     Overview 
 
A detailed review of the surrounding area was conducted by 
the Naval Ocean Systems Center (NOSC) in the late 1950’s for 
the construction of the NEL Tower. The studies included the 
bottom from approximately 60 feet in depth to the edge of the 
continental shelf. Data was obtained using bottom coring sam-
ples and acoustic soundings to determine the depth, composi-

tion and thickness of bottom layers. 
 
     Bottom Composition 
 
Mapping around the tower showed recent marine sands overlying an older sediment 
layer from the San Diego River. This sediment layer tapers and ends midway to the pro-
posed sinking site. The sinking site is composed primarily of fine sand that is approxi-
mately 30 feet thick, this layer was deposited during the Holocene period as the glaciers 
melted. The uppermost parts have been modified by present day currents and wave ac-
tion. Under this layer is several feet of weathered conglomerate which sits on top of the 
subsurface bedrock. The bedrock is thought to be composed of cretaceous sandstone 
and shale, like those cropping out on nearby Point Loma. Exact composition of this bed-
rock was not determined by coring, but by using explosive sounding data that deter-
mined substrate densities. True granitic bedrock does not occur until past 6,000 feet in 
depth. 
 
     Sand Movement 

 
Long term observations in the area using scuba and television 
recordings identified cyclic variations in ripple mark heights cor-
responding to seasonal variations in waves, currents, and animal 
populations. In winter ripple heights are highest at about 6 to 8 
inches. They gradually reduce to 2 to 3 inches in summer due 
to decreasing water motion and increased activity of marine or-

ganisms. Actual sand depth does not vary to any degree during these cycles. Sand move-
ment around a structure on the bottom would be influenced by the position of the 
structure relative to the current or surge direction. Sand would tend to pile up on the 
lee of the structure much as a snow drift. This drift would then be scrubbed when cur-
rents and wave action change direction. 

Project Yukon 

Project Yukon 
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Support Artificial Reefs 

Let your congressperson and senators know you support  
artificial reefs.! 
 
In 1995 Congress mandated the disposal of 400 
ships that have been in storage for decades, some 
since World War II. The U.S. Navy recently 
adopted a report from the Rand Corporation citing 
that "reefing" these ships instead of scrapping them 
is the most ecologically responsible and economi-
cally feasible thing to do. The sinking of the HMCS 
Yukon in San Diego demonstrated this could be 
done while meeting all the environmental and per-
mitting requirements. Reefing these ships will save 
the taxpayers $1.5 billion dollars while creating jobs 
for many Americans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is a sample letter you can  
modify and print to mail to your  
representatives. Paper mail may be 
taken more seriously than e-mail,  
but you may also wish to send  
your letter electronically.   
 
E-mail to members of congress is 
handled through  
www.house.gov/writerep
  
 

  

< Date >> << Congressman Name >> 
<< Address >> << City, State, Zip Code >> 

 
RE: Ships to Reefs  

Dear  <<  >>,  
In 1995 Congress mandated the disposal of 400 ships that have 

been in storage for decades, some since World War II. The U.S. 

Navy recently adopted a report from the Rand Corporation 

citing that “reefing” these ships instead of scrapping them is the 

most ecologically responsible and economically feasible thing to 

do.  The sinking of the HMCS Yukon in San Diego demonstrated 

this could be done while meeting all the environmental and per-

mitting requirements.  Reefing these ships will save the taxpay-

ers $1.5 billion dollars while creating jobs for many Ameri-

cans. 
 
I am writing you to express my enthusiastic support for this 

solution and encourage you to ensure the proper funding as this 

approach occurs.  
Could you please look into this situation and let me know your 

position on the matter? Sincerely, 
<< Name >> 

Contact your  
congressperson and  

senator to voice your  
support for turning these 
ships into artificial reefs.  

Project Yukon 
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Thank you to these companies and organizations that provided tremendous 
support for the sinking of the HMCS Yukon. 

Project Yukon Sponsors 
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The Beard Family 
LF & Jane Beard 
Ed & Martha Beard 
Wendell & Janet Beard 
James Milton Beard 
James & Laura Beard 
Jessep Beard 
Noelle Beard 
Megan Beard 
Dinah E. (Bea) Beard 
 
Barnacle Busters Gay &  
Lesbian Scuba Club  
J Rex Theobald 
 
Dive Animals Scuba Club 
10 Members @ $100 each 
Stanley S. Wruble 
Chris Miller 
 
Dive N' Surf Dive Team 
Rachelle Deal 
Chris Gini 
Deb Hiles/Dykstra 
Bill & Shanna Mary Mahler 
Lucianna Molinari 
Jim Pugliese 
Susan & Sam Sapienza 
The Selk Family 
The Foley 
The Fischer 
The Steinmetz Family 
 
Diving Locker Nautilus 
Club 

Diving Locker Staff 
David Russina 
Flossie L’Estrange 
Lee Olsen 
John & Matt Hannum 
Kevin Daily 
 
Hydrodiver 
Tom Gerlinger 
 
Sharpshooters U/W Photo 
Team 
Dave Stirling 
Peter J & Shannon M Markovic 
Brian Nelson 
Immersed Magazine 
John Griffiths 
Sandra Hughey 
Susan Pollard 
Debra Rackear 
Frances & Kristina San 
Clemente 
C Scott Johnson 
Gary & Lynn Newell 
Greg & Darlene Stone 
 
Lois Ann  Dive Charters 
Larry & Lois Cochrane 
Jonathan Leo, PhD 
R Moore 
Randy Rice 
Gary C Stein 
 
Ocean Explorers Society 
Marwan Sinno 
Eileen Monzon 
Steve Goldstrom 

Mark & Elaine Clausen 
The David Ambrose Family 
Kevin D Douglas 
Tony V & Deborah L Huff 
 
San Diego Bug Divers 
E. Lance 
D. Grenne 
M Lilly 
D Norris 
H Gruenhagen 
R Gladden 
J Anderson 
K Barnes 
J Thomas 
R Caldarone 
Tech Equipmwnt Services 
J Beyster 
J Stanley 
 
San Diego Free Divers 
 
San Diego Sea Dogs 
Ken Robinson 
 
Sports Chalet Dive Club, 
Inland Empire 
 
Sports Chalet Dive Club, 
S. Orange County 
 
Sports Chalet Dive Club, 
San Diego 
Angeling Petschek 
Derell Finefrock 
Mike & Peggy Petschek 
Susan G Canney 

Project Yukon Honor Wall Members 

 
Honor Wall plaques (14"x19") are made of a specially-designed,  

high-tech material that is expected to last for centuries. Each plaque 
was engraved and installed on the Yukon, by Kai Schumann. 

Project Yukon 
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Paul & Sandi Schankin 
James B Campbell 
Wynona Hawkins 
Stephen R & Etherl Speiser 
Michael & Gayle Rolan 
Michael Ray Mogel 
Anotonio Blas 
James M Burrows 
Dennis Haines 
Jeff Maglidt 
MC & Lorna McMurray 
 
The Bottom Bunch Dive 
Club 
The Lost Patrol Dive Club 
Water Education Training 
Fred & Bonnie Guinaugh 
Jerry E. A Cronkhite 
Greg Stone 
Darlene Stone 
Richard Sillanpa 
 
Individual Honor Walls 
American Cetacean Society 
Robin Konstatin 
Gary W. Cornell 
Michael Kames Pechtel 
Charles & Alnora Bishop 
Steve Pozza 
Robert & Judy Lera 
Marine Marketing & Consulting 
Kai Schumann 
M. Grosz/B. Thompson 
Frank & Janine Portillo 
Jay Murray 
Timothy J Kohrs 
Al & Esther Duke 
Phil Matticola 
E. Michael & Diane C Pidgeon 
The Barley Family (donated 
printing) 
Steven W. Vincent Trust 
William D Jamison 

Ray Caldarone 
Bill J Reedy 
Boll Moses Family of Neward  
Bob& Marie Meese 
John & Jennifer Carpenter 
James Richer 
Daniel P Dennies 
Edward & Joanne Gootman 
Gene Ruecker 
Stephen G Benavides 
Terry Holben (Artist–  
donated work) 
Chuck Le Blanc 
Stephen D Pahl 
Crhistpher Wyer 
James M Knutsen 
Irene Grigoriadis 
John S Benya 
Joseph B Dohn Trust 
George M Foster 
George W Singer, Jr 
Annabelle Quan 
Harold Penn & Donna Monsen 
Kathryn & Daniel Oftedahl 
Alan Gerstein 
Jason O’Rourke 
Jerry Pentin 
Gary LeBlanc 
Cheri Stiger 
Paul M Giesinger 
TJ McCann 
Christopher L Lundquist 
Michael H Kane 
Scott Wentworth 
John M Harvey 
Santa Maria Dive Club 
Charles W Tu 
Peter M Scherer 
California Wreck Divers Inc 
McCarthy Family Foundation 
Sources International 
J.M. Rubschlager 
Jerry Hemme 

Jan Hemme 
Donald Hartley 
Ticketmaster California In 
Chiller Services Inc 
Larry Fromwiller 
Robert G Bernstein 
Perry Armor 
Antonia Barnhart 
David & Siobhan Garceau 
Grace “King” Schick 
Ocean Odyssey, Inc 
Teleque Industries, Inc 
(donated bkkpg services) 
Erik Bengtsson 
Richard P & Rickie M Kean 
Peninsula Bank 
Soroptimist International of 
La Jolla 
James M Beard 
Stephen C Anderson 
Corriere Family Partnership 
Jay. M Schwartz 
Jphn G & Beverly Taylor 
William & Wendy Jacoway 
Robert C Watts 
Horizon Charters 
Citicorp Foundation 
(Matching Funds) 
Willis & Jane Fletcher foun-
dation (Grant) 
Project A.W.A.R.E Founda-
tion Inc (Grant) 
Diving Unlimited Interna-
tional 
Ocean Enterprises, Inc 
Belly-Up Tavern 
Paul Brooks & Jpyce a Haak 
R Moore 
Ed & Mary Fletcher Founda-
tion (Grant) 
National Steel & Shipbuilding 
Company 
Fred N & Alicia H Hallett 

Project Yukon 
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Laundry area Operations room 

Touring deck 3F 

View of the top aft 

Deck 3-MP 

View of the top bow 

Heads Welded plate over starboard 
side of aluminum hoist 

Communication center Preparing the Yukon 

Welding 

Interior Pictures of the Yukon 
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View of the  
HMCS Yukon  
docked at the 
Embarcadero 

San Diego fire 
boat welcomes 

the Yukon. 

Fireworks 
were lit as the 

Yukon an-
nounced it’s  

arrival 

The Yukon 
pulls into San 
Diego Bay. 
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HMCS Yukon  
at the Embarca-

dero in San 

The HMCS Yukon 
with the  

Star of India  
in the background 

Major spon-
sors of Project 

Yukon 

View of  
downtown San 
Diego from the  
radar tower of 

the Yukon 

Milt selling Yukon T-Shirts 
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Every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this map. However, 
the author, Project Yukon, and SDOF assume no responsibility for omissions or inaccu-
racies, nor do they assume any liability relating to the use of this map. 
 
This map may not be used for private gain, reprinted, copied or published, either whole 
or in part, without the prior written permission of the copyrighted author. 

PLEASE DON'T REPRODUCE THIS MAP. Our project survives through   
private donations and the sales of merchandise. PLEASE contribute by     
purchasing a Yukon Diver's Map/Slate at www.sdoceans.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WARNING: Wreck 
diving 

is considered a hazard-
ous activity. 

Even with special train-

© Copyright 2000  
Andrew Abouna 

 
yukondiver@altavista.com 

Yukon Diver’s Map 
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Last Name First Name City ST email Rank Title Served 
Alexander L.Ross Wiarton ONT alexers@beyondtv.net P.O. 1st Class Chief Electrician 4/10/78 - 

6/18/81 
Allan Jock Orleans ONT jallan@istar.ca Rear Admiral 

RCN (Ret'd) 
  

Allard Bernard Ottawa ONT allardb.s@intranet.ca Lieutenant 
Commander 

Deck Officer 9/1969 - 
10/1971 

Arriaga Gonzalo Santa Cruz 
de Tenerife 

Spain garriaga@ole.com NCDT Mars II Trainee 7/92 - 9/92 

Badiuk Alex   alexbadiuk@aol.com   1965-67 & 
1983-86 

Bailey Richard   rbailey@husky.on.ca    
Becevel Michael L Victoria BC leveceb@spring.com PO2 Senior Communica-

tions Technician 
12/81-12/83 
& 85-88 

Berreth Terry Chase BC     
Boivin Neil Victoria BC     
Bradbury James Victoria BC james-

bradbury@home.com 
Lt Commander Engineer 1978 - 1981 

Brand Norbie Bamfield BC fdengler@home.com sub-lieutenant  9/74 - 4/75 
Butler Jeremy Roche Harbor WA jere-

myb@rockisland.com 
Nav. Officer Deck Officer 12/1967-

5/1969 
Caithcart Brian Saskatoon SK   Able Seaman Radar Plotter (NCI 

OP) 
1/87 - 7/88 

Carr Gordon J Edmonton AB grace-
car@telusplanet.net 

Leading Sea-
man 

Radar Plotter 1965-1968 

Catala Jimmy Vancouver BC     
Cawley Brent Nanaimo BC b_cawley@hotmail.com Ordinary Sea-

man 
Boatswain 1981 - 1983 

Chatigny Al Pt Coquitlam BC achatigny@home.com Master Sea-
man-PO2 

Storesman (MSST) 12/1979 - 
1/1982 

Chess Sandy Saanichton BC kimtuk@sprint.ca Lieutenant (N) Decommissioning 
Deck Officer 

 

Cheverie Paul Calgary AB detchevery@home.com Ordinary Sea-
man 

Weaponsman 3/77 - 12/77 

Chick Courtney Ottawa ONT court_62@yahoo.com  Signalman 33604 - 
12/1993 

Clarabut David Campbell 
River 

BC dclarabu@wcb.bc.ca    

Cocks Bob Mahone Bay NS  Commander Captain 5/25/63 - 
Cond Tony Victoria BC tcond@access.victoria.

bc.ca 
Sub-lieutenant Engineering Officer 9/77 - 12/78 

Cormier George Halifax NS  CPO2 Chief Electrical 
Technician 

31594 - 
32356 

Cossey Ken Ladysmith BC kcossey@seaside.net Able Seman Storesman 1976 - 1979 
Cotaras Constantine Toronto ONT     
Coyle Dan New West-

minster 
BC   Sonarman  

Dash Ted Langley BC  Able Seaman Stoker May 68 - Dec 
69 

Dash Dalton Duncan BC daltondash@home.com Able Seaman Fire Controlman 8/15/71 - 
10/25/71 

Devers Wayne Comox BC     
Dierick Morris London ONT     
Downing John San Diego CA john@trainingcity.com Lieutenant  1988 
Duncan Bruce RR#3 Windsor NS     
Fitzgerald Dan    Commander Skipper  
Frederick Roussel    OS Mar eng mech 312 23151 - 

12/1993 
Freeman David J Victoria BC dfreeman@inetex.com Lt Commander Advisors Ships' 

Names Committee 
 

HMCS Yukon Servicemen 

These are just a few of the men who experienced the HMCS Yukon during it’s 30 years 
of service. Email addresses may no longer be accurate. 

Project Yukon 



26 

 

Gallagher Frank Waasis NB yukon1@nbnet.nb.ca    
Gertsen #120 Cary Richmond BC carager@netcom.ca OS AB AW1 Administrative writer 6/65 - 6/67 
Girard Stephane Victoria BC sgrambo@sprint.ca    
Grady Mike Portland OR mgrady@cnnw.net MSNESOP   
Guay Jack Dartmouth NS  PO Weapons 5.25.63 - 

1965 
Guenther Gerald 

Wayne 
70 Mile 
House 

BC marik@telus.net LS to P1 Marine Engineer '68-'72 & '74-
'79 

Gunning Bill   wgunning@sprint.ca Lieutenant Weapons officer  
Hall Ian Nanaimo BC     
Hamilton Don Victoria BC vic-

stanker@pacificcoast.n
et 

 Electrical Techni-
cian 

25750 - 
26146 

Hammond John Vancouver BC jmhammond@telus.net    
Harrison Dave Abbotsford BC     
Harrison Wayne Kelowna BC     
Hatten Gordon New West-

minster 
BC   Engine Room Artifi-

cer 
1964 - 1965 

Heffernan John   heff@sprint.ca   Jan '83 - Dec 
'83 

Henry Hank    Petty officer  23156 - 
23769 

Hutchings Derrek Victoria BC derrek@coastnet.com P2ER  '80-'85 & '87-
'91 

Irwin Ernest Truro NS  Petty Officer 1st 
Class 

 10/63 - 1/65 

Jansen Peter Richmond BC pete_jansen@telus.net Able Seaman Radio Operator 9/77 - 1/78 
Johnson G   sjhono@infinet.net Able Seaman Weapons Tech 2/19/1985 - 

1987 
Jones Harvey Nanaimo BC   Chief Radarman 1/65 - 5/65 
Keeping Louis Halifax NS   Seaman 1960's 
Kelly Michael St Albert AB     
Kent Dennis Abbotsford BC denniskent@home.com  Radioman 1969 - 1970 
Kinsman William   wil-

liam_g.kinsman@bc.sy
mpatico.ca 

   

Kinzel Wayne Toronto ONT     
Klopp Roy Clinton BC     
Lee Ken Abbotsford BC     
Lee Randy Abbotsford BC chum-

mie@uniserve.com 
   

Macfarlane Keith    Master Seaman NESOP 3/2/93 - 
12/2/93 

MacIvor Ian Edmonton AB shwing@home.com Seapup   
May Michael Victoria BC     
McDougall Keith Victoria BC wa956@victoria.tc.ca Petty Officer 1st 

Class 
 8/76 - 1982 

McLean Tom    LSWU3  2/4/81 - 
2/4/88 

McLeod Scotty       
Mitchell Robert Victoria BC r-mitchell@home.com PO1 Sr Naval Electronics 

Technician 
7/15/85 - 
12/1/87 

Moller Conrad Victoria BC cmoller@pacificcoast.n
et 

   

Norman Kirk Victoria BC     
O'Leary Bernie El Cajon CA    1977 - 1981 
Orrick Bob Richmond BC cys@intergate.bc.ca  Sr Communicator 8/1966-

1/1968 

Orton Ron Vancouver BC   Electrician 1968 - 1971 
Paar Vic Aldergrove BC vicpaar@home.com    
Paquette Ed Victoria BC stokes@rslnet.net OSER Stoker 1990-1992 
Park Kenneth Barrie ONT kpark@bconnex.net    
Peters Art   s_peters@bc.sympatico

.ca 
 Cook 1965 - 1967 

Phelps James Calgary AB jp48454h@hotmail.com   1960's 

Last Name First Name City ST email Rank Title Served 

Project Yukon 

HMCS Yukon Servicemen 
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Phillips Wilf Nanaimo BC  Able Seaman Mar Eng Tech 2/54/68 - 
1983 

Phillipson John Aldergrove BC  ABEM1  1/27/65 - 8/65 
Picard Pierre Esquimalt BC picard_pierre@hotmail.

com 
  '84 - '87 

Pilcher Tom   jameslle-
wellyn@home.com 

Petty Officer 1st 
Class 

Sr. Naval combat 
information officer 

1986 - 
12/3/1993 

Plant Hugh Lunenburg NS  Executive Offi-
cer 

 1963 - 1965 

Reeves Frank Portland OR freeves@teleport.com Chief Petty 
Officer 2nd 
Class 

Operation Division 
CPO 

1989/1990 

Roberge Ray Pt Coquitlam BC     
Ross David Borden ONT   Ships Photographer 1985-1989 
Sanborn Richard Alert Bay BC asanborn@island.net    
Schley Bev Victoria BC  Petty Officer 1st 

Class 
Sr Weapons U/W 
Supervisor 

1972 - 1974 

Shaw Collin Victoria BC chpshaw@home.com Captain RCN, 
ret 

Commanding Offi-
cer 

9/1969 - 1971 

Shirran Rick Paget, Ber-
muda 

 rshirran@hotmail.com Petty Officer 
2nd class 

  

Simpson Ron Pt Alberni BC     
Sinclair Dave Victoria BC davesinc@home.com Coxswin  1974 - 1977 
Smith William Victoria BC    1967 - 1969 
Smith Robert Delta BC     
Sproule Hugh   wind-

chim@islandnet.com 
   

Stanker Vic Victoria BC vic-
stanker@pacificcoast.n
et 

 Electrical Techni-
cian 

24898 - 
26146 

Stone Gary Paul Dartmouth NS gpstone@sprint.ca Leading Sea-
man 

Signalman Sea '75-'80 & '82-
'85 

Thomas Tommy W Vancouver BC tthomas@direct.ca L-CDR Executive Officer 1967 - 1969 
Tillapaugh Lyle Nanaimo BC tilly@pacificcoast.net    
Tinnion John S    CPO1 Coxswain 1978 - 1981 
Tkachuk Mark N Vancouver BC ethan2@home.com    
Todd, Sr Reginald East Sooke BC toddrf@pacificcoast.net Petty Officer 

2nd class 
Able Seaman, cook, 
trade group 2 

'63-'65 & ''76-
'80 

Tomblin Dave Errington BC cvolks@home.com  Stoker '82-'84 & '89-
'92 

Truscott Bob Victoria BC bobsboats@home.com  Radar Plotter 271 July 1978 - 
May 1983 

Van Doorn Gerry   van_doorn@email.msn.
com 

 Senior radioman / 
Combat Chief 

5/87 - 12/93 

Vinette Jean Jacques Victoria BC  Able Seaman Steward Fall 1978 - 
1980 

Waldron Ken Vancouver BC     
Wassing Rick Victoria BC taz.cpl.are@home.com OS / Leading 

Seaman 
Marine Electrician / 
Electrical Tech 

July 87 - Oct 
87 

Westwood Lee Victoria BC westburg@sprint.ca  OS Signalman 3/22/94 - 
3/22/95 

Williams Ian Hope BC     
Wills Al Victoria BC alwills@home.com Firecontrolman FC Maintainer 1983 - 1984 
Wood Frederick Coldbrook NS     
Wood Frederick Apollo Beach FL jstevevo@juno.com Chief Petty 

Officer 2nd 
Class 

Engineering Branch 4/71 - 1973 

Last Name First Name City ST email Rank Title Served 
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The following stories and comments were submitted by former crew and  

servicemen that spent time aboard the Yukon. 
 
 
I was one of King Neptune's mermaids. I went to a second hand store to buy a bra that 
would fit me. My wife sewed a port and starboard nipple on me with red and green sequins. 
She sewed a tail from waist down and I had to be carried to the stage. When the sun came 
down I had a sunburn outlining the bra straps. 
 
If the bulkheads could talk, they would tell the stories about our trips up the Columbia 
River to the Portland Rose Festival. It was a long haul, but residents there put in for a draw 
who would go for the ride. There was lots of cold beer and patronizing. In 1972 they got rid 
of the Tot of Rum-a British tradition and carry over from the Royal Navy. We used to get a 
daily ration of two beers, and two and a half ounces of really dark rum. It was good stuff. 
But then they put bars on the ships and we were rationed just two cans of beer instead-
except when we went up the Columbia to the Rose Festival! 
I made two trips to Australia, one to South America, Peru, and to Skagway and White 
Horse, Alaska. We made numerous trips to San Diego. In fact, all of our Victorian fleet used 
to tie up at the foot of Broadway. We would go to a neighborhood bar called Bernie's for a 
last wet before leaving port. When they leveled the bar, the Bernie's sign found its way on 
board the Yukon. We hung it at the stern for Christmas decoration. Our electricians wired 
up the lights. 
 
One time while tied up in Victoria, we watched a farmer tear down a cedar fence. We put 
all those boards on the walls in 3 mess lounge on 2 deck. It looked like the inside of a log 
cabin down there. Cook gave us his pastry bags and we put plaster in them to caulk the 
logs. We painted a false window with a snow scene, had a wolf skin, snow shoe, moccasins, 
deer antlers. . . even had an outhouse door and blue moon painted on the bulkhead. We 
got away with that for two years before an inspection. 
 
We had a lot of good times on the Yukon, and some not-so-good ones. When a sailor lost 
a relative while on board the ship, I would run phone patches through the radio circuits for 
people to call home. This was in the day before staellite communications. 
 
I was a sparker, or radioman-and a barber. I had the best time in my whole naval career 
aboard the Yukon-the best of shipmates. I still work in the Navy Dock Yards, and run into 
old ship mates all the time. We feel sad thinking about the ship going under, but her life isn't 
over. 
 
 ~ Michael L. Becevel 
 Petty Officer and Radioman aboard HMCS Yukon 
 December 1981 - December 1983 and again in 1985 - June 1988 
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~ Paul "Cheve" Cheverie 
I attended the decommissioning ceremony for another ship I served on. We took a day 
sail, disembarked on a jetty in three ranks. . . not a dry eye on the rock. It was like a fu-
neral. I imagine watching the Yukon going down would be the same feeling. She was a 
good ship, but I can't think of a better way for a warship to end her life (above water). 
Nice to know it'll be a place for fish to grow. 
I took my first big trip in the Navy aboard 263. I liked the job I was doing 
(Weaponsman), but there were too many rules-too many outdated traditions. Every-
body's favorite, certainly, was the Crossing the Line ceremony (crossing the equator). 
We were called tadpoles, and tried to escape King Neptune's pill by hiding in the ship 
someplace. the pill was a mix of whatever rotten stuff the shell backs could find-I re-
member old putrified canned fish. We had to put our whole bodies in buckets of the 
stuff. Once you crossed the equator, you were known as a shell back. I still carry my 
card in my wallet. Ah, the Yukon. Great ship, great crew, great trip. 
 
 
~ Unknown 
Just a short note to add to YUKON'S history. She saved the James Sinclair from sinking 
off Vancouver Island in 1985 (can't remember the date) it was quite a scary night as I re-
call. The Sinclair was a brand new Canadian Fisheries patrol boat at the time, and named 
after ex-Prime minister Trudeaus’ wife’s (Margaret) father. She went aground and Yukon 
was called to the rescue, we used divers with matresses to plug the holes in her side and 
sent people over with pumps to keep her afloat until she got to a port not far away 
(can't remember which one BAMFIELD maybe). Ironically a few months later Yukon 
went a ground off the San Juan Islands @0400 one morning enroute to Seattle.(the offi-
cer of the watch got us off course and wouldn't listen to the radar people so we grazed 
a reef and tore off the sonar dome.) 
 
Anyway she was a GREAT SHIP and I have may happy memories (and some I don't re-
member after a night on the town at Bernies). Losing a ship you sailed on for so long is 
like losing a loved one, and you actually cry a little knowing she's gone for good. But the 
bright side is that she will be used for something good and not razorblades. I actually 
have an original commissioning book of her from 1963. 

~Dave Tomblin P1ER (retd) 
April 07, 1999                                                                                                         
I was with the Yukon from ‘82-84 and again from ‘89-92. I served as a stoker and al-
though I am nowhere near the longest serving member, I was wondering who might be. 
Frank Coveney told me hew was with 10 years. CPO2 (Paddy) Dunn who is still serving 
(possibly in Fleet School Esqyumalt Damage Control Division ) may also be a candidate.. 
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~ Brendan Coyle 
My brother served on Yukon in the late 60's as a Sonarman. He recalled that while on 
patrol in the North Pacific with the U.S. 7th fleet, and the Canadian warships Mackenzie 
and Qu'appelle they had caught a Soviet submarine in American waters and had chased it 
all the way into Soviet territorial waters. The Soviets came out to "meet" them and it 
got pretty tense - such were the "battles" of the Cold War! 
 
Another incident happened while showing the flag. Yukon was in El Salvador when a mili-
tary coupe of the government occurred. All crew returned to the ship and were put on 
alert - weapons issued from the armoury stores in case the locals attempted to storm 
the ship for weapons. The ship quietly left port, armed. 
 
  
~Brent Cawley 
I was onboard when the USS Kitty Hawk just about rammed us off the coast of Vancou-
ver. I would like to know if you have any information on the results of the inquiry, and 
what happened to our captain, Commander Crow. 
 
  
~ Lieutenant Commander Allard 
My time spent in Yukon was probably the best period of my Naval career. The ship's 
company both Officers and Men was by far the most friendly that I had the pleasure to 
serve with during my 35 years in the Navy. Participated in Expo 70 in Japan. Not only did 
I serve in Her but my daughter Francine was baptized in Her and had her name inscribed 
on the Bell. Wouldn'y mind being brought to San Diego for Her sinking in 99. 
 
 
~ Shaw H. Collin 
Following refit fall 1969 worked up in San Diego area early 1970. Yukon was 1 of 3 ship 
Canadian group visit to Japan for Expo 70. During return voyage, took part in RIMPAC 
out of Pearl Hbr. Took Yukon to San Diego several times. My ship's company always en-
joyed a SD port visit. 
 
  
~ George Cormier 
This will be approximately the third destroyer I have served on that's become a reef. 
Fortunately this has occurred only after the vessel has been retired. I will look forward 
to hearing from those I have served with but lost touch with over the years. 
 
~ Rick Shirran 
I was with the crew that took her to the west coast in the 70's. One of the best ships 
I've ever served on 
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~ G. Johnson 
The crew was great and we had lots of great times on board her. We spent lots of time 
out at sea training the young officers coming on board. Needless to say we played a lot 
of prankes on the officers. I got to see her go out for her last trip while still                
commitioned and she had one long ships penant flying off the                                       
mast head that trailed aft and out onto the water, it was that long. 
 
 
~ Ian MacIver 
I served aboard from April 1988 to June 1988. I was billeted out for Yukons deployment 
overseas, to Japan, Korea, and Hawaii. It was a short stay with her, but exceptionally en-
joyable. I served in the capacity of a Seapup. That is, I was in the Sea Cadets, like the 
kind you have there. I was just shy of 18 when we went to sea. Eye opening. I decided 
then, that I was grateful for the opportunity to serve, but also decided against a full mili-
tary career, though I did join the Reserves. While aboard for the deployment, I kept a 
journal for the entire cruise, and have many pictures. I also have a fair list of the crew at 
the time, if you are interested. I am also in the process of obtaining some of the Ship's 
Log from that time, to round out my "collection". Originally, I was dismayed at the 
thought of scuttling her, but, better that than cutting her into razor blades... So, let me 
know if you are interested in anything I have, from photos, to architectural drawings, to 
whatever.  
  
 
~ Tom Pilcher 
Supervisor in charge of operations room, crew on Yukon's final cruise to Hawaii in 1993 
 
  
~Reginald T.Todd Sr. CD,UNFICYP (retrd.) 
Welcomed back on board for final sail and decommissioning on Dec. 1993 
 
 
~Tommy Thomas 
The Yukon was a great ship with a great crew. Known in navy circles as a happy ship. 
 
 
~ Al Wills 
Only sailed a few times on her as I was on special duty as the 1984 Olympic Archery 
Coach 
 
 
~ Keith Macfarlane 
My first ship and the best, isn't the first always. My first time away from home, off to San 
Francisco diego, Hawaii and many places in between. 
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~ Ken Cossey 
I got into the fleet as a young OS Signalman. I decommisioned her as well. I do know alot 
of people that have sailed in Yukon and I would be happy to pass on information that 
you have. It is nice to see that people still remember that ship. 
 
It always seemed to me that whenever we travelled anywhere it was always in circles.  I 
trust it had nothing to do with the MARS IV navigational styles. For a while I was bunked 
in Mess 34 and then for some strange reason the Stores Branch and the other support 
services branches were moved into Mess 3 2. In typical style the stewards always 
seemed to know before it became official. 
 
  
~Alexander L Ross 
Of all the ships I served in during my 26 year career Yukon was one of the most enjoy-
able. For some reason she was always a happy ship with a good crew. I am left with 
many fond memories of her.I noticed many names on the crew list of many old friends & 
aquaintances. Good luck in all your endeavours. 
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